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“Pentecost –  
The Mission of the Church: The Story Continues” 

Luke 24:44-48; Acts 1:1-8 
 

Pentecost 2012 
Theme: 
The Church of Jesus Christ is living in and out the victory of God. 
 
Introduction: 
When considering the biblical Story within God’s redemptive activity there is a fulfillment of 
the promise (Gen. 3:15) and the completion of the picture (Gen. 3:21) in the coming and 
crucifixion of Jesus Christ.  He is the Story’s theme and climax.  The Church marks this with 
three celebrations.  First, there is Advent (i.e. Christmas) where His incarnation is marked.  
Second, there is Lent (i.e. Easter) which marks His crucifixion and resurrection.  Finally, there 
is Pentecost.  Of the three celebrations, evangelicals are least familiar with the celebration of 
Pentecost.   
 
This thought ties the NT believer with the OT Story.  The biblical Story is one Story with 
multiple chapters.  There is only one Story.  This Story speaks to the fulfillment of the Seed 
Promise in order that the people of God would be redeemed from their rebellion against Him. 
 
Our Lord’s crucifixion coincides with the Passover celebration held by the nation of Israel.  
Fifty days later these same people would celebrate Pentecost.  Acts 2 speaks of this special and 
spectacular moment in the Story.  These moments were not vague events done on non-specific 
days.  For us, Good Friday is Passover and Pentecost is the birthday of the Church.  This 
enables us to see the Story as singular. 
 
The book of Acts records selected historical accounts and theological discourses that form the 
link between the Gospels and the Epistles, tracing the development of Christianity from Jewish 
Jerusalem to Gentile Rome.  This is the larger overarching idea behind the Book of Acts.  These 
are the logistics to all of it.  There is, however, a primary idea behind the Book of Acts as it 
relates to the one Story of God.  This continuity is notable by comparing Luke 24 with Acts 1. 
 
Outline: 
 

I. Luke 24:44-49 
 

A. The Seed Promise (Gen. 3:15 w/ Luke 24:44-47a) 
 

1. Ancient prophecies (v. 44) 
2. Dependent understanding (v. 45) 
3. Crushing the Serpent’s head (v. 46) 
4. Deliverance offered (v. 47a) 

 

B. All the families of the earth will be blessed (Luke 24:47b-48 w/ Gen. 12:3; 
Psalms; Rev. 5:9) 

 
C. The guarantee of the Holy Spirit (Luke 24:49) 



 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by design to 
have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship through 
intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting church; and a Grace-
based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification 
that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

 
II. Acts 1:1-8 

 

A. The guarantee of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:1-8a) 
 

B. All the families of the earth will be blessed (Acts 1:8b) 
 

C. The Seed Promise (Acts 2:1-44 [READ VV. 14-41]) 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
1. We are part of God’s ongoing victory. 
2. We are living in the victory of God. 
3. We are the means God has established for the finishing of His Story. 
4. We are to live the Story and engage those within our circle of influence for the proclamation 

of the gospel and the advancement of His kingdom.  


